Born Aug. 9, 1933 in Syracuse NY. Coming from an opera-loving Italian home, she studied piano from age 6, (she was composing music even then) Augusta earned a B. A. (1956) and  M.A. in Humanities (1960) from Syracuse University. 

After winning a composition contest in 1976, Augusta went on to studies at Cornell University with Robert Palmer and Karel Husa. In 1992 she was awarded an honorary doctorate from a conservatory in Italy. 

Her work has garnered praise from Lukas Foss, who  in 1988 wrote, “she is a composer who knows what she is doing and does it well.” She has composed some 200 works, in genres ranging from vocal to orchestra and band.

Because of her compositions descriptive of the geographic area of New York State known as Tug Hill Plateau, Augusta was commissioned to compose ESSENCES OF THE NORTH COUNTRY for chamber orchestra, a work nominated for the Pulitzer in 2001.

MAJOR WORKS FOR BAND available from ENCLAVE MUSIC PUBLISHERS  

        4125 Spokane Av. Cleveland Ohio 44109

PASTICCIO, a 7-minute movement for wind ensemble premiered by Chicago Symphonic Wind Ensemble under Maestro Lloyd Vincent Byczek in 1978.

WAR IS KIND, a two movement work for band with Soprano and Baritone vocal soloists. This work was commissioned by SUNY Oswego Band director, George Cuppernull and premiered in Oswego in 1981.

Subsequently this work was recorded in performance by CSWE under Maestro Byczek.

DINNER FOR THREE—a march for band was composed in 1998 and is dedicated to Vince and Josephine Suppan. Premiered at ACB by Maestro Wifler and Fond duLac Band in 2000.

RONDINO CLARINO, for band and clarinet solo a recent work is—dedicated to Jim Heffernon and the U.S. Army Field Band. (Soon to be recorded under director F. Hamilton).

Augusta has been very busy north of the border in Canada where she has been successfully promoting her musical narrative, MOLLY BRANT, a work for mezzo-soprano, flute (or violin) and keyboard). The work was premiered in 2003 and continues to have performances throughout the province of Ontario.

At the request of Maestro Charles Schneider, Augusta has produced an orchestral transcription of her band work, WAR IS KIND. This work, newly titled, WARS REMEMBERED, is scheduled for premiere in 2007.

